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UPCOMING EVENTS

St. Bernard’s, Wamego, KS 

Dust to Diamonds
January 24, 2025 6-10PM

Alma, Kansas 

Regional Club Days 
February 7, 2026

Sunflower Room, Westy  

County Officer Training
January 18  2-4pmth

Portoff Hall, Manhattan, KS 

Geology Workshop 
January 31, 2026

Topeka, KS 

State Horse Judging
January 23, 2026

Topeka, KS 

Citizenship In Action
February 15-16, 2026

Manhattan, KS 

Jr. Beef Producers Day KSU
March 7, 2026

Manhattan, KS 

Jr. Sheep Producers KSU
April 11, 2026

Pottawatomie Fair Board
Clay Breiner

Kendra Breiner 
Mark Havice

Jeff Jones 
Jason King
Mike Lara 

Mariah Louderback
Luke Perry 
Jay Rezac

Ben Schoenberger
Alvin Stutzman

Cathy Wilber 

We always brag that the fair is the best five days of
summer, but let’s be honest, it doesn’t magically
happen! Behind the scenes are incredible men and
women who pour in countless hours all year long to
make sure those five days are absolutely
unforgettable. From planning and problem-solving
to setting up, cleaning up, and everything in
between, their dedication never takes a day off.
Serving the community isn’t just something they do;
it’s woven deep into their DNA! Because of them,
traditions thrive, memories are made, and the fair
remains the highlight of summer year after year.

These fun-loving volunteers have organized the
event of the year with the Dust to Diamonds Event
on the 24  from 6-10pm!  Don’t hesitate to register
for a table and prepare for a night of fun and
fellowship! 

th

Monthly Shout Out 
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Ambassador Spotlight

Shout Out Nomination Link

Meet Faith Perry!  Faith is a member
of the Triple V 4-H club and a 2nd year
Ambassador.  You can find her in the
barn with her animals, in the showring,
or reading a book! 

Use this link to tell me all the cool things you are doing in 4-H!  Include
a photo! It can be a club, member, volunteer, organization, business....
anyone/thing that is doing great things for or in 4-H! 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScU6hxSOdhounXHA__T5_
-udggbzc_8tegkhoaDzns93szcgQ/viewform?usp=pp_url 
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Donations
VARIOUS

Seating
VIP

Baskets
CLUB

Extension Office, Westy  

Regional Record Books Due
January 15  by 4pmth

Nico’s, Manhattan  

Ambassador Etiquette Training
January 19  12:30-2pmth

Alma, Kansas 

Olsburg BINGO 
February 1, 2026, 4-6pm

Rock Springs Ranch, Junction City

Horse Panorama 
February 21-22, 2026

Rezac’s Farm

Beef Weigh In and Tagging
March 14, 2026, 8-11am

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScU6hxSOdhounXHA__T5_-udggbzc_8tegkhoaDzns93szcgQ/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScU6hxSOdhounXHA__T5_-udggbzc_8tegkhoaDzns93szcgQ/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScU6hxSOdhounXHA__T5_-udggbzc_8tegkhoaDzns93szcgQ/viewform?usp=pp_url
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Triple V held their Christmas Party and
presented past leaders Gayla & Darrin
Figge with a token of appreciation for
their time and dedication to the club!

Regional 4-H Day 
Competition Time!!! 
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February 7th @ Alma School!  
This event is a fantastic
opportunity for 4-H’ers to
build and showcase their
presentation skills. Whether
it’s public speaking,
demonstrations, musical
performances, or group
activities, 4-H Day has
something for everyone.
You can find regulations,
guidelines, and helpful tips
here:

Registration is due by
January 24th using the link
found here. 

Hint: Participating in 4-H Day
is a great way to strengthen
your project report, earn
achievement pin credits,
and contribute to your club
goals!

EXTRA: We will be having a
contest showcase as a
come-and-go on this day
as well!  Come try
something new!  See
Attached Flyer! 

Leadership Opportunity

Lucky ‘Leven 4-H Club
created food baskets to
deliver to families in need as
they sang Christmas Carols
around Wamego! 

Addie Rookstool debuted her
2026 Beef Project at the
Kansas Beef Expo in
Hutchinson in December! 

County Officer Training

This Month in Pictures

What: Best Training Yet
Where: Sunflower Room, Westy
When: January 18, 2pm-4pm
Why: To Make the Best Better
Who: YOU! 

TrainingOFFICER 

Agenda: 
Group Opening Session 
Office Breakout Session 

(Your Current Office)
Group Session/Snack Time
Office Breakout Session 

(An Aspired Office Look)
Club Time! 

Use this time as a team to
look at goals and create 3
action plans for 2026!!

Closing Remarks

Be There?WILL YOU

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/4H%20Day.html
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/4H%20Day.html
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Register Before It’s Too Late!  

What: Want a say in the laws and rules that
affect your life? Attend Kansas 4-H Citizenship in
Action! This two-day event, sponsored by the
State 4-H Youth Leadership Council, teaches
Kansas youth how the state legislative process
works and how their voices can make a
difference. Participants will visit the Capitol and
learn how to get involved in shaping their
communities.
When: February 15 - 16, 2026
Where: Topeka KS 
Who: Youth 13-18 years old
Registration Deadline: January 26, 2026OR Due
to limited hotel space, attendance is capped—
register soon!
Cost: $225 per attendee (Trips & Awards Grants
Available)

Regional Record Book Judging
Cheer on Pottawatomie County
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On January 16  a group will meet in Manhattan, Kansas to
judge the Record Books! Pottawatomie is sending their
best!  Let’s cheer them on!!! 

th

Time to Shine!

Ready for the adventure of a lifetime? Ô✨ Join us
as we kick off the journey to Citizenship Washington
Focus (CWF) 2028! This year-and-a-half experience
brings 4-Hers together for leadership, teamwork,
friendships, and an epic cross-country trip—ending
in Washington, D.C.! Along the way, we’ll stop at
iconic sites like the St. Louis Arch, Mammoth Cave,
Gettysburg, and more (chosen by YOU!).
If you’ll be 14 by January 2028, you’re eligible! While
formal meetings start in February 2027, fundraising
starts now to keep costs low. Call or email Amber to
get on the list—and bring your fundraising ideas.
Start early, pay less, and make memories for a
lifetime! �

Citizenship In Action

Citizenship Washington Focus
Experiance of a Lifetime

Febrary 21-22
Rock Springs Ranch, Junction City
More Information Here
See Attached Flyer 

Horse Panorama
Time to Shine 

Rayya Hermesch 
Rabbits

Tyler Liebsch 
Photography

Faith Perry 
Meat Goat 

Wade Rottinghaus 
Foods & Nutrition

David Blocker 
Robotics

Oliver Blocker
Visual Arts  

Taylor Bryant
Citizenship
Entomology 
Leadership 
Shooting Sports 
Wildlife

Liberty Sharpe
Communications 
Family Studies

Kaden SinghDhillon
Wood Science

Nevaeh Ulmer 
Sewing & Textile
Design

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/conferences-events/citizenship-in-action/
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/conferences-events/citizenship-in-action/
https://cvent.me/14G0zz
https://cvent.me/14G0zz
https://cvent.me/14G0zz
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/conferences-events/horse/horse-panorama.html
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Resources Available! 
I Didn’t Know That! 
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International Opportunity
Japan Exchange Hosts! 
Looking for a new experience for summer 2026?
Host a Japanese delegate in the comforts of
your own home while exploring the world. 30
teens, ages 12-16 are needing host families this
summer from July 23 to August 15. We want to
make host family assignments asap, so families
can communicate and get to know each other.
If you have further questions, please call Pam
Van Horn, Kansas 4-H Japanese Exchange
Coordinator, 785-826-8917, or e-mail
pvanhorn@ksu.edu.

Summer Camp Planning
Project Workshop

Communication Central

Rock Springs Ranch Camp
Thousands of young campers come to Rock Springs
Ranch yearly to unplug, explore, play and learn lessons
that last a lifetime. Campers grow socially, emotionally,
physically and cognitively. Many make friends for life.
It’s also just plain FUN!
The values of 4-H are at the core of Rock Springs Ranch
and they guide all of their programming. Lessons
learned here create a foundation for success that will
last far beyond their visit. You don’t have to be a 4-H
member to come to camp at Rock Springs! 
Pottawatomie County offers grants for our members!
Chat with your club leaders or give Amber a call!
Sessions: 

Overnight Camp – 3rd -12th Graders (3 -5 nights)
Session 1: June 2-6
Session 2: June 7-12
Session 3: June 14-19
Session 5: June 28-July 1
Session 6: July 5-10
Session 7: July 12-17

Mini Camp- 1st-3rd Graders (2 nights)
Session 1: June 21-23
Session 2: June 24-26

Leaders in Training (LIT)- 10th-11th Graders OR
Counselors In Training (CIT) – 12th Graders
(No Cost) (5 nights)

Session 2: June 7-12
Session 3: June 14-19
Session 6: July 5-10
Session 7: July 12-17

Specialty Camp- Rising 6th-9th Graders
Ranch Camp (June 21-26)
Shooting Sports Camp (June 21-26)
Cooking Camp (June 21-26)
Outdoor Wilderness Skills Camp (June 21-26)

In an effort to get our resources out to you, the 4-H
families, we will be highlighting areas each month in
the newsletter!
This month we would like to highlight our new
RESOURCES PAGE! This will be an evolving space for us
to let you know all the things we have here to help YOU!
We will update this often so keep coming back and
checking! 
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-
h/resources.html

March 14th
8am-11am
All Market Animals must be
weighed this day to be
eligible for Rate of Gain at the
Fair. 
EID Tags are required for ALL
Market Beef and Commercial
Breeding Animals!
See Attached Flyer!

Beef Weigh In & Tagging

Check out the Club Leader Connection
portion on our Clubs Page! I will put new
Resources there that may be helpful!!! 

4-H Club Information
Yearly Check Sheets are available to help
give you a road map for the year!!! Please,
add to it and let me know if I need to add
something!! 

Feel free to download them from here or
let me know, and I will get you a cop
printed out!!
4-H Leader Check Sheet

Leaders Corner

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/resources.html
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/resources.html
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/4h_clubs_info.html
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Leaders Lesa and Rob Reves 
Date: January 31, 2026: 9am-4:30ish
Location: Pottorf Hall, 1710 Avery Ave, Manhattan, KS
Schedule (subject to change):

9 am - Welcome and brief explanation about the
Action Team & project future
9:15 am - Keynote speaker
10-12 pm - Workshop Rotations (30 mins each)
Noon - lunch on your own (restaurants within 2 miles)
1-3 pm - Geology ID contest, ID of Specimens and
Experts available to answer questions!
1:30 pm – Quiz Bowl Juniors
2:30 pm - Quiz Bowl Seniors
4 pm – wrap up/feedback/questions/ideas for future 

Display boxes are available for purchase and pickup
Additional boxes can be preordered for a later date

There is no fee for the workshop day. Everyone is welcome
to come and learn!

You can sign up for the workshop day here.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfuTtnEJ5DPjRj
ZZTTGtSUlWm2IF6wbMEv_ozpJBOwRZQZd_w/viewform

JANUARY 2026 PAGE 05

Time to Shine!

Horse Judging Contest

4-H Geology Workshop Day

What: 2026 KS State 4-H Horse Judging Contest
Cost: Early bird (by January 2, 2026)- $25; Late (by
January 9, 2026)- $30

When: January 23, 2026
Where: Equifest of KS; Topeka, KS
Who: The contest awards are available to all Kansas 4-H
members 9-18.

An open contest is also available 
For More Information: 
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-
experiences/project-based-events/contests/horse-
judging/ 

Project Learning Opportunity
March 6 (Registration due Feb 23)
KSU Campus
Who: 9th–12th grade students
What: Research a food security issue and
write a paper with a teacher/mentor.
Why participate:

Earn recognition as a Borlaug Scholar
Eligible to attend the Global Youth Institute
(Des Moines, IA)
Present research to agriculture experts
Receive a $500 scholarship to KSU College
of Agriculture
Eligible for the Borlaug-Ruan International
Internship (all expenses paid)
Connect with student leaders and global
experts
Receive feedback from World Food Prize
reviewers

Kansas Youth Institute
K-State Opportunity

Spring meats judging contest hosted by KSU 
Sunday, March 1, 2026
KSU Meats Lab on the K-State campus 
This will be a wonderful opportunity for youth
to see actual meat products.
Register Deadline is February 27
See Attached Flyer! 

Meats Judging Contest
K-State Opportunity

Check out the Natural Resource Project
Page and the December Geology
Newsletter!!!

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-
h/natresources.html 

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfuTtnEJ5DPjRjZZTTGtSUlWm2IF6wbMEv_ozpJBOwRZQZd_w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfuTtnEJ5DPjRjZZTTGtSUlWm2IF6wbMEv_ozpJBOwRZQZd_w/viewform
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/contests/horse-judging/
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/contests/horse-judging/
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/contests/horse-judging/
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/natresources.html
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/natresources.html
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/natresources.html
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https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
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https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
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https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
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https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
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KDA REMINDS POULTRY OWNERS OF HPAI RISK
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  DECEMBER 19, 2025
MEDIA PLEASE CONTACT:  HEATHER LANSDOWNE,  785-564-6706, AGMEDIA@KS.GOV
MANHATTAN, KANSAS — OVER THE LAST THREE YEARS, AN ONGOING OUTBREAK OF HIGHLY PATHOGENIC
AVIAN INFLUENZA (HPAI) HAS THREATENED POULTRY FLOCKS IN KANSAS AND ACROSS THE NATION, PRIMARILY
SPREAD BY WILD WATERFOWL. THE FALL AGAIN BROUGHT A RESURGENCE OF THE VIRUS DETECTED IN WILD
BIRDS ACROSS THE STATE, AND THIS MONTH SEVERAL BACKYARD POULTRY FLOCKS IN KANSAS WERE
CONFIRMED WITH CASES OF HPAI.
THE KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE REMINDS POULTRY OWNERS THAT THE THREAT OF EXPOSURE TO
SUSCEPTIBLE BIRDS IN KANSAS IS HIGH. ANYONE INVOLVED WITH POULTRY PRODUCTION, FROM THE SMALL
BACKYARD CHICKEN OWNER TO THE LARGE COMMERCIAL PRODUCER, SHOULD REVIEW THEIR BIOSECURITY
ACTIVITIES TO ASSURE THE HEALTH OF THEIR BIRDS. FIND GUIDANCE ON BIOSECURITY MEASURES TO
PROTECT YOUR BIRDS FROM THE SPREAD OF HPAI ON THE KDA DIVISION OF ANIMAL HEALTH WEBPAGE AT
AGRICULTURE.KS.GOV/AVIANINFLUENZA.
THIS VIRUS IS PRIMARILY BEING TRANSMITTED BY WILD WATERFOWL SUCH AS DUCKS AND GEESE WHICH ARE
MIGRATING THROUGH THIS REGION. THE BEST THING POULTRY OWNERS CAN DO TO PROTECT THEIR BIRDS IS
TO ELIMINATE POSSIBLE EXPOSURE TO WILD MIGRATORY BIRDS AND THEIR HABITAT. THIS CAN TAKE MANY
FORMS, INCLUDING CLEANING YOUR BOOTS/CLOTHING AFTER WALKING NEAR PONDS AND LAKES
POPULATED WITH WILD BIRDS, KEEPING YOUR POULTRY IN AN ENCLOSURE WHICH WILD BIRDS CAN’T ENTER,
AND STAYING AWAY FROM SICK OR DEAD WILD BIRDS.
HIGHLY PATHOGENIC AVIAN INFLUENZA IS A HIGHLY CONTAGIOUS VIRAL DISEASE THAT CAN INFECT
CHICKENS, GAMEBIRDS, TURKEYS, AND OTHER BIRDS AND CAN CAUSE SEVERE ILLNESS AND/OR SUDDEN
DEATH IN INFECTED BIRDS. THIS OUTBREAK HAS SEEN ILLNESS AND MORTALITY IN A WIDER SCOPE OF BIRD
SPECIES THAN PAST OUTBREAKS, INCLUDING WILD AND DOMESTIC WATERFOWL. ATTENTIVELY MONITOR
YOUR BIRDS FOR SYMPTOMS OF HPAI WHICH INCLUDE: COUGHING, SNEEZING, NASAL DISCHARGE, AND
OTHER SIGNS OF RESPIRATORY DISTRESS; LACK OF ENERGY AND APPETITE; DECREASED WATER
CONSUMPTION; DECREASED EGG PRODUCTION AND/OR SOFT-SHELLED, MISSHAPEN EGGS;
INCOORDINATION; AND DIARRHEA. AVIAN INFLUENZA CAN ALSO CAUSE SUDDEN DEATH IN BIRDS EVEN IF THEY
AREN’T SHOWING OTHER SYMPTOMS.
IF THESE SYMPTOMS ARE OBSERVED IN YOUR BIRDS, IMMEDIATELY CONTACT YOUR VETERINARIAN. IF YOU
DON’T HAVE A REGULAR VETERINARIAN, CONTACT KDA’S DIVISION OF ANIMAL HEALTH OFFICE TOLL-FREE AT
833-765-2006. 
HPAI IS NOT A FOOD SAFETY CONCERN; BIRDS AND EGGS FROM INFECTED FLOCKS DO NOT ENTER THE FOOD
SYSTEM. AS A REMINDER, THE PROPER HANDLING AND COOKING OF ALL POULTRY AND EGGS TO AN INTERNAL
TEMPERATURE OF 165 ˚F IS RECOMMENDED AS A GENERAL FOOD SAFETY PRECAUTION. ACCORDING TO THE
U.S. CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION, THE PUBLIC HEALTH RISK FOR HPAI IS LOW.
AS PART OF EXISTING AVIAN INFLUENZA RESPONSE PLANS, FEDERAL AND STATE PARTNERS ARE WORKING
JOINTLY ON ADDITIONAL SURVEILLANCE AND TESTING IN AREAS AROUND THE AFFECTED FLOCKS. THE UNITED
STATES HAS THE STRONGEST AVIAN INFLUENZA SURVEILLANCE PROGRAM IN THE WORLD, AND USDA IS
WORKING WITH ITS PARTNERS TO ACTIVELY LOOK FOR THE DISEASE IN COMMERCIAL POULTRY OPERATIONS
AND LIVE BIRD MARKETS AND IN MIGRATORY WILD BIRD POPULATIONS.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT HPAI, INCLUDING CURRENT STATUS OF THE CONFIRMED CASES AS WELL AS
MORE INFORMATION ABOUT BIOSECURITY FOR YOUR FLOCK, GO TO KDA’S AVIAN INFLUENZA WEBPAGE AT
AGRICULTURE.KS.GOV/AVIANINFLUENZA OR CALL KDA AT 833-765-2006.
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https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
mailto:AgMedia@ks.gov
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