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Ambassador Spotlight
Meet Faith Perry! Faith is a member
of the Triple V 4-H club and a 2nd year
Ambassador. You can find her in the
barn with her animals, in the showring,
or reading a book!

UPCOMING EVENTS

98 Regional Record Books Due
January 15" by 4pm
Extension Office, Westy

9 county Offlcer Trulnlng
January 18" 2-4pm
Sunflower Room Westy

Ambassador Etiquette Training
January 19" 12:30-2pm

Nico’s, Manhattan

State Horse Judging

January 23, 202

Topeka, KS

Dust to Diamonds
January 24, 2025 6-10PM

St. Bernard’s, Wamego, KS
Geology Worksho
% Jonua%y?ﬂ 2026 B
Portoff Hall, Manhattan, KS
6 Olsburg BINGO
February 1, 2026, 4-6pm
Alma, Kansas

Regional Club Days
» Fegruqry 7,2026 4

Alma, Kansas

9B Citizenship In Action
February 15-16, 2026
Topeka, KS

Horse Panorama
February 21-22, 2026

Rock Springs Ranch, Junction City

Beef Weigh In and Taggin
Morch 1492026 8- HCII’T?g d
Rezac’'s Farm

Jr. Beef Producers Day KSU
March 7, 2026

Manhattan, KS

Jr. Sheep Producers KSU
April 11,2026

Manhotton KS
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Tk PGTTAWATOMIE COUNTY FA’TR

ENHANCEMENT FUNDRAISER
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Sudurdogy, Joasanty 24, 2026

St. Bernard's Parish Hall
17665 Old Post Road, Wamego
Ticket Sales Now Open
Table of 8 $350 - Single $50
Adult (21+) Event - Country Attire
6-10 PM
Catered Meal by Barleycorn's,
Open Bar, Silent Auction, & Live Auction
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CHARLES DAILY
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NATHAN & CRYSTAL
DRESSMAN

SWINE BUNDLE

ONE BUTCHER HOG & PROCESSING FEE

Ut o ot
HENRY

PEDAL TRACTOR

Proceeds go to support the
Pottawatomie County
Fairground Improvements.

Deadline is January 10t

Questiong 785-844-0430

Monthly Shout Out

- o
Vouwafed /34 Q?_ B =
< ¢ty KanEquip : ‘-

ig HH =4 &Sk@fs

" YOUR CHOICE OF -
CAMPING SPOT =
AT THE COUNTY FAI

ONE
AUCTIONING OFF

//o:u;fu( j by

+POI NTY.
PARATSBL. SN

Pottawatomie Fair Board

Clay Breiner
Kendra Breiner
Mark Havice
Jeff Jones
Jason King
Mike Lara
Mariah Louderback
Luke Perry
Jay Rezac
Ben Schoenberger
Alvin Stutzman
Cathy Wilber

We always brag that the fair is the best five days of
summer, but let’s be honest, it doesn’t magically
happen! Behind the scenes are incredible men and
women who pour in countless hours all year long to
make sure those five days are absolutely
unforgettable. From planning and problem-solving
to setting up, cleaning up, and everything in
between, their dedication never takes a day off.
Serving the community isn't just something they do;
it's woven deep into their DNA! Because of them,
traditions thrive, memories are made, and the fair
remains the highlight of summer year after year.

These fun-loving volunteers have organized the
event of the year with the Dust to Diamonds Event
on the 24™ from 6-10pm! Don't hesitate to register
for a table and prepare for a night of fun and
fellowship!

Shout Out Nomination Link

Use this link to tell me all the cool things you are doing in 4-H! Include
a photo! It can be a club, member, volunteer, organization, business...
anyone/thing that is doing great things for or in 4-H!
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/IFAIpQLScUBhxSOdhounXHA __T5

-udggbzc _8tegkhoaDzns93szcgQ/viewform?usp=pp_url

(785) 457-3319 \ WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H \ ASHARPE@KSU.EDU


https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScU6hxSOdhounXHA__T5_-udggbzc_8tegkhoaDzns93szcgQ/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScU6hxSOdhounXHA__T5_-udggbzc_8tegkhoaDzns93szcgQ/viewform?usp=pp_url
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScU6hxSOdhounXHA__T5_-udggbzc_8tegkhoaDzns93szcgQ/viewform?usp=pp_url
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Leadership Opportunity
County Officer Training

What: Best Training Yet

Where: Sunflower Room, Westy
When: January 18, 2pm-4pm
Why: To Make the Best Better
Who: YOU!

Agenda:
Group Opening Session
Office Breakout Session
o (Your Current Office)
Group Session/Snack Time
e L% Office Breakout Session
Lucky ‘Leven 4-H Club Addie Rookstool debuted her ° (An Aspired Office LOOk)

created food baskets to 2026 Beef Project at the Club Time!

deliver to families in need as  Kansas Beef Expo in o Use this time as a team to
they sang Christmas Carols  Hutchinson in December!
around Wamego! look at goals and create 3

action plans for 2026!!
Closing Remarks

presented past leaders Gayla & Darrin
Figge with a token of appreciation for
their time and dedication to the club!

S <
Triple V held their Christmas Party and w me ®

(785) 457-3319 . WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H/ - ASHARPE @KSU.EDU


https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/4H%20Day.html
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/4H%20Day.html
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Experiance of a Lifetime

Citizenship Washington Focus

Ready for the adventure of a lifetime? &4 Join us
as we kick off the journey to Citizenship Washington
Focus (CWF) 2028! This year-and-a-half experience
brings 4-Hers together for leadership, teamwork,
friendships, and an epic cross-country trip—ending
in Washington, D.C.! Along the way, we'll stop at
iconic sites like the St. Louis Arch, Mammoth Cave,

Gettysburg, and more (chosen by YOU!).

If you'll be 14 by January 2028, you're eligible! While
formal meetings start in February 2027, fundraising
starts now to keep costs low. Call or email Amber to
get on the list—and bring your fundrolsmg ideas.
Start early, pay less, and make

lifetime!

Time to Shine!

Citizenship In Action

Register Before It's Too Late!

What: Want a say in the laws and rules that
affect your life? Attend Kansas 4-H Citizenship in
Action! This two-day event, sponsored by the
State 4-H Youth Leadership Council, teaches
Kansas youth how the state legislative process
works and how their voices can make a
difference. Participants will visit the Capitol and
learn how to get involved in shaping their
communities.

When: February 15 - 16, 2026

Where: Topeka KS

Who: Youth 13-18 years old

Registration Deadline: January 26, 20260R Due
to limited hotel space, attendance is capped—
register soon!

Cost: $225 per attendee (Trips & Awards Grants
Available)

4-H HORSE

PANORAMA

Febru y2|-22 2026 JANUARY 30, 2026
Rock Springs

(785) 457-3319 WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H/ ASHARPE @KSU.EDU



https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/conferences-events/citizenship-in-action/
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/conferences-events/citizenship-in-action/
https://cvent.me/14G0zz
https://cvent.me/14G0zz
https://cvent.me/14G0zz
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/conferences-events/horse/horse-panorama.html
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Japan Exchange Hostsl
Looking for a new experience for summer 2026?
Host a Japanese delegate in the comforts of
your own home while exploring the world. 30
teens, ages 12-16 are needing host families this
summer from July 23 to August 15. We want to
make host family assignments asap, so families
can communicate and get to know each other.
If you have further questions, please call Pam
Van Horn, Kansas 4-H Japanese Exchange
Coordinator, 785-826-8917, or e~
pvanhorn@ksu.edu. st

Summer Camp Planning

Rock Springs Ranch Camp
e Thousands of young campers come to Rock Springs

Ranch yearly to unplug, explore, play and learn lessons
that last a lifetime. Campers grow socially, emotionally,
physically and cognitively. Many make friends for life.
It's also just plain FUN!
The values of 4-H are at the core of Rock Springs Ranch
and they guide all of their programming. Lessons
learned here create a foundation for success that will

last far beyond their visit. You don’t have to be a 4-H
member to come to camp at Rock Springs!
Pottawatomie County offers grants for our members!
Chat with your club leaders or give Amber a call!
e Sessions: "
o Overnight Camp - 3rd -12th Graders (3 -5 nights) COmTIMIE O CEmNE,
Session I: June 2-6 Leaders Corner

Session 2: June 7-12
Session 3: June 14-19
Session 5: June 28-July 1
Session 6: July 5-10
Session 7: July 12-17
Mini Camp- 1st-3rd Graders (2 night&)
= Session I: June 21-23
= Session 2: June 24-26
Leaders in Training (LIT)- 10th-11th Graders OR
Counselors In Training (CIT) - 12th Graders let me know, and I will get you a cop
(No Cost) (5 nights) I~ out!!,

= Session 2: June 7-12 o 4-H Leader Check Sheet
= Session 3: June 14-19 2024

» Session 6: July 5-10 4~HLEADE\
= Session 7: July 12-17
Specialty Camp- Rising 6th-9th Graders
Ranch Camp (June 21-26)
Shooting Sports Camp (June 21-26)
Cooking Camp (June 21-26)
Outdoor Wilderness Skills Camp (June 21-26)

(785) 457-3319 . WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H/ - ASHARPE@KSUEDU

e Check out the Club Leader Connection
portion on our Clubs Page! | will put new
Resources there that may be helpful!!!

o 4-H Club Information
Yearly Check Sheets are available to help
give you a road map for the year!!l Please,
add to it and let me know if | need to add
something!!

o Feel free to download them from here or



https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/resources.html
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/resources.html
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/4h_clubs_info.html
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K-State Opportunity
Meats Judging Contest

Spring meats judging contest hosted by KSU
Sunday, March 1, 2026

KSU Meats Lab on the K-State campus

This will be a wonderful opportunity for youth
to see actual meat products. ‘JT’%Q
Register Deadline is February 27 ;
See Attached Flyer!

Project Learning Opportunity

4-H Geology Workshop Day
Leaders Lesa and Rob Reves
Date: January 31, 2026: 9am-4:30ish
Location: Pottorf Hall, 1710 Avery Ave, Manhattan, KS
Schedule (subject to change):
e 9 am - Welcome and brief explanation about the
Action Team & project future
9:15 am - Keynote speaker
10-12 pm - Workshop Rotations (30 mins each)

Noon - lunch on your own (restaurants within 2 miles)
1-3 pm - Geology ID contest, ID of Specimens and
Experts available to answer questions!

1:30 pm — Quiz Bowl Juniors

2:30 pm - Quiz Bowl Seniors

4 pm - wrap up/feedback/questions/ideas for future

Display boxes are available for purchase and pickup
Additional boxes can be preordered for a later date

There is no fee for the workshop day. Everyone is welcome

to come and learn!
You can sign up for the workshop day here. //
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/IFAIpQLSfUTtNEJSDPIR]
ZZTTGtSUIWM2IFBWbMEV _0zpJBOWRZQZd w/viewform m
; Check out the Natural Resource Project m
Y ~ Page and the December Geology [HRIEE
Newsletter!!!

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-

h/natresources.html “\_“BAL Y“UTH INST’T"TE

(785) 457-3319 . WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H/ - ASHARPE @KSU.EDU



https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfuTtnEJ5DPjRjZZTTGtSUlWm2IF6wbMEv_ozpJBOwRZQZd_w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfuTtnEJ5DPjRjZZTTGtSUlWm2IF6wbMEv_ozpJBOwRZQZd_w/viewform
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/contests/horse-judging/
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/contests/horse-judging/
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/contests/horse-judging/
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/natresources.html
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/natresources.html
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/natresources.html
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Beyond Ready * #
\ Training Workshop % ®

OFFICER TRAININC

Don’t miss out! Meet fellow club
officers, swap fresh ideas, set goals,
and build action plans; all while
having fun. You’'ll leave ready to make
this your best year yet!

Sunday, January 18

Westmoreland, KS T ‘ﬁ‘d&u
BRY FoeR

Group Sessions Club Work Time
% Team Building, Idea Set some Goals and
Sharing, Memory Making Develop Action Plans
Breakout Sessions Snack Time
% Learn the ropes and Set % All great ideas start with
Prepare your Future! Snacks!!!
i

Contact Us 785-457-3319
asharpe@ksu.edu

(785) 457-3319 . WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H/ - ASHARPE @KSU.EDU


https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
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P@TTAWATQMIE COUNT"Y FMR
ENHANCEMENT FUNDRAISER
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Sy, Juusarny 24, 2026

St. Bernard’s Parish Hall
17665 Old Post Road, Wamego

Ticket Sales Now Open
Table of 8 $350 - Single $50

Adult (21+) Event - Country Attire

6-10 PM

Catered Meal by Barleycorn's,
Open Bar, Silent Auction, & Live Auction

Proceeds go to support the
Pottawatomie County
Fnirgruund Improvements.

(785) 457-3319 . WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H/ ASHARPE @KSU.EDU


https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/

JANUARY 2026 PAGE 08

bingo
OLSBURG BOOSTER
4-H GLUB FUNDRRISER

Sunday February 1

Olsburg American Legion

Free Will Donation Dinner from
4:00pm - 6:00pm

BINGO From 4:00pm-6:00pm
$0.50 a Card

Cash Prizes

Join the 4-H Club for a dinner of Chili, Sloppy Joes,
HotDogs, Baked Beans, Cinnamon Rolls,

variety of desserts along with coffee and lemonade

For more information please call Club Leader Maggie Lundberg 785 844-0475

K-STATE | 4-4 96

Research and Extension | GROWS HERE

(785) 457-3319 \ WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H \ ASHARPE@KSU.EDU
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KANSAS STATE | extension
NIVERSITY Pottawatomie County

FAMILY &

\m LIVESTOCK CONSUMER

‘ SWEEPSTAKES SCIENCE
Nt JUDGING

: Livestock Evaluation Consumer Decision

Skill-A-Thon Making
-, \ LA \
3\ B@Qd CROPS & - ‘jb.ll.)li':é
O ' wWeepip -2

Plant and Seed ID
Plant and Seed ID Plant Judging
Crop and Weed ID

REGIONAL

CLUB DAYS
February 7" 2026

Ks<State Research and Extensiontis committed to providing equal opportunity for participation in all programs, services and activities.
Program information may be availabledinflanguages other than English. Reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities,
including alternative means of communication (e.g., Braille, large print, audio tape, and American Sign Language) may be requested
by contacting the event contact Pottawatomie County Extension four weeks prior to the start of the event 1/07/2026 at 785-457-3319
or asharpe@ksu.edu. Requests received after this date will be honored when feasible. Language access services, such as
interpretation or translation of vital information, will be provided free of charge to limited English proficient individuals upon request.
Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service K-State Research and Extension is an
equal opportunity provider and employer.

(785) 457-3319 ‘ WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H \ ASHARPE@KSU.EDU



https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
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4-H HORSE P

FEBRUARY 21-22, 2026

Who should register:

All 4-H members age 9-18 who have an interest in horses, competing in Horse Bowl, Public Presentations or
Hippology. This event determines who represents Kansas 4-H at several national contests.
Registration:

Opens December 22. Early bird registration is due January 30, and late registration will be accepted until
February 6. Only those youth who register by the January 30 deadline will receive a t-shirt. All
participants, adults, and attendees must register. Coaches must register all teams.

Cost:

Full time (Sat., Sun.) youth: $155

trate thelr Sotu.rdcy only yo.uth: .$120 o
outh to demons Full time youth with Friday arrival: $185
including SIS F ol time adult {Sat., Sun.}: $130

re attitudes of Full Time adult with Friday arrival: $160

RN CE- Ll  Saturday only adult: $100
Virtual only: $O

Event Objective

To provide an opportunity fory
knowledge of equine-rel
and movement, in a compe

ated subject matter,
titive setting whe '
evail. These contests w!

: : r
friendliness and fairness P participants and spectators.

educational experience for both Attire & What to Bring:

Dress code is casual and industry
appropriate.

Contestants must provide #2 writing
utensil and clipboard or notebook for

note taking.

Additional Information:
Kelsey Nordyke, kinordyke@ksu.edu
https://bit.ly /25HorsePanorama

Accomodations:

K-State Research and Extension is committed to providing
equal opportunity for participation in all programs, services and
activities. Accommodations for persons with disabilities may be
requested by contacting the event contact (insert name) two
weeks prior to the start of the event (insert deadline date) at
(insert phone number and email). Requests received after this
date will be honored when it is feasible to do so.

Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and
Cooperative Extension Service. u
K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and

employer. Research and Extension 4

(785) 457-3319 ‘ WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H \ ASHARPE@KSU.EDU
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Beyond Ready * #
\ 4-H Fun Day A\

Don’t miss out on an opportunity to 2
watch some K-State Basketball and ‘ ' * % 4
cheer on the Cats, represent 4-H, and : | & I* 1‘.“ "
hang out with friends! You might i LR ‘b-

even get a photo with Willy!!! < . "'= 3

o « JOWA STATE

Saturday, March 1

Bramlage Coliseum g

% Girls Basketball Game ]

Get a 4-H Day T-Shirt

a
% Save the Date! Info to come! §

Contact Us 785-457-3319
asharpe@ksu.edu

(785) 457-3319 . WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H/ - ASHARPE @KSU.EDU
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REGISTER [ '\ REGISTRATION
NOW! g F ), LINK BELOW!

KANSAS STATE
UNIVERSITY

YOUTH MEAT 5

UDGING
ONTEST

AEBETRETION GR AT LEAST 6 CLASSES, 40 RETAIL ID,
JUDGINGCARD.COM- CLICK I {N s e 0] ey n (0]
1
B el . VIEAT LAB AT WEBER HALL
U R RIESREER AN . REGISTRATION OPENS AT 7:00AM
ERBEYER@KSU.EDU
CONTEST BEGINS AT 8:00AM
AWARDS FOR TOP 10 AND HIGH
A 4 % SC?EEA?T

TEAM ﬂ CV
[
YOUTH OF ALL AGES ARE @ .

WELCOME ‘

(785) 457-3319 WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H/ ASHARPE @KSU.EDU
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2026

I(-SW[ JUATOR BEEk PRODUGER D1

Join us on March 7, 2026, for the biennial K-State Junior Beef
Producer Day! This event is a fun-filled educational day for
youth, parents, beef project leaders, ag teachers, and extension
agents to expand their knowledge of youth beef projects.
Presentations by K-State faculty, staff, K-State livestock judging
team members, students, and guest speakers will cover topics
that may include selection, nutrition, daily care, meat science,
reproduction, health, grooming, and showmanship. An optional
YQCA certification class will be offered at the end of the day. A
complimentary lunch and t-shirt will also be provided for those
who register by the deadline. The registration fee is $20 per
person for those who sign up by February 13. The fee will
increase to $30 per person for those who register after the
deadline. Only those who register by February 13 will receive a
t-shirt. This is a family event! Anyone attending the event must
register, including youth and adults.

Deadline: February 13

Fee: $20/person

Registration Link: https:/bit.ly/BeefJrProducer
Late Registration: $30/person (after February 13)

*All attendees must register, including youth & adults.
**Late registrants will not receive a t-shirt.

n Due
February13

Lexie Hayes
QS 7855201064 83 3 adhayes@ksu.edu

KANSAS STATE

K-State, County Extension Councils, Extension Districts, and US. Department of Agriculture 0 TS T

Cooperating. Alleducational programs and materials available without discrimination on the basis of
race, color; religion, national origin, sex, age, or disability:

(785) 457-3319 WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H/ ASHARPE @KSU.EDU

Extension
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Beyond Ready * #
\ Project Workshop % ®

Saturday, March 14

24500 Aiken Switch, Onaga

Weigh In Information Given
Must be weighed at this There will be

event to be eligable for inforamtion provided for
Rate of Gain at the Fair! dates and resources!

Tagging Let's Get Started!
EID Taggs will be placed in Kicking off your Fair
and regired for all Market Project for 2026!!!
Beef and Commercial

Breeding Stock!

Contact Us 785-457-3319
asharpe@ksu.edu

(785) 457-3319 . WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H/ - ASHARPE @KSU.EDU
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. KANSAS STATE
UNIVER%.ITY

‘ Extension

5
"':,

g-.

4.11.2026
Manhattan, KS

5 receive a t-shirt.
Tean iel

Program

Join us for the biennial K-State Junior Sheep Producer
Day on Saturday, April 11, 2026. Presentations will be
provided by featured guests, as well as K-State faculty,
staff, and students. This event will be an educational
day of activities in which youth, parents, extension
agents, ag teachers, and sheep project leaders can
increase their knowledge of youth sheep project
selection and management. A variety of topics will be
shared, including an optional YQCA certificaticn at the
end of the day. All ages and skill levels are invited!
Lunch and a t-shirt are included. The registration fee is
$20/person for those who sign up by March 20 or
$30/person for those who register after that date. Only
those who register by the deadline will receive a t-shirt.
This is a family event! Anyone attending, including both
youth and adults, must register.There will be an
optional tour of the sheep and meat goat center
offered on Friday evening and Saturday after jr. day.

(785) 457-3319 ‘ WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H \ ASHARPE@KSU.EDU

Due: 3.20.2026
Cost: $20/person N
1 ] Lmag A heeplrP;

*All adults & youth must register to attend.
**Only those registered by 3/20/26 will

***| ate registration is S30/person.

Tevtntive Sehedule

QW

Lexie Hayes

't 1

785.532.1264

adhayes@ksu.edu

Friday, April 10
5:00-7:00PM Optional Tour of Sheep & Goat Center

Saturday, April 11

8:00AM Check-in
9:00AM Welcome
9:15AM  Selection
10:00AM Nutrition
1C:45AM  Morning Breakout Sessions
-facilities & equipment, reproduction,
project management purchase to show
NOON Lunch
1:00PM  Health
1:45PM  Afternoon Breakout Sessions
-wool, showmanship, clipping & grooming
3:45PM  Dismissal
4:00PM Optional YQCA Class

4:00-6:00PM Optional Sheep & Goat Center Tour

K-State, County Extension Councils, Extension Districts, and U.S. Department of Agriculture Cooperating.
All educational programs and materials available without discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion,

national origin, sex, age, or disability.
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The Interior News-Way

A Newsletter By Leaders for Kansas 4-Hers in the Geology Project

Vol. 1, Issue 2, Dec 2025

In This Issue
January 31, 2026 Workshop Info
“Brachiopods” by Brenden Crouch

“My Kansas Septarian Nodule” by Joshua
Seeger

What’s That Specimen?

Can you identify the specimen below? No
worries if you can’t! The image is taken from
the weebly website, so take a look around and
see if you can find it.
https://kansasgeology.weebly.com

Online Resources

We have a YouTube channel where videos
and shorts have been posted as additional
resources. Topics include putting together a
box and an explanation of the rock cycle. The
videos are also available through the weebly
site. You can find the channel here:

https://www.youtube.com/@KansasGeology
ActionTeam

4-H Geology Workshop Day

Leaders Lesa and Rob Reves have set up a day of workshops in
January.

Date: January 31, 2026
Location: Pottorf Hall, CiCo Park, 1710 Avery Ave, Manhattan,
KS

Schedule (subject to change):

All day - collections, lapidary displays, educational displays, &
others

9 am - Welcome and brief explanation about the Action Team &
project future

9:15 am - Keynote speaker

10 am - workshops

10:30 am - workshops

11 am - workshops

11:30 am - workshops

Noon - lunch on your own (many restaurants located within 2
miles)

1-3 pm - Geology ID contest

1-3 pm - Geology ID of specimens

1-3 pm - people available to answer questions

1:30 pm — Quiz Bowl Juniors

2:30 pm - Quiz Bowl Seniors

4 pm — wrap up/feedback/questions/ideas for future workshops

There are some display boxes available to purchase and pick up,
and more can be preordered for a later date. Look at the previous
issue for more information on boxes.

There is no fee for the workshop day. Everyone is welcome to
come and learn!

You can sign up for the workshop day here.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/IFAIpQLSfuTtnEJSDPJRZZ]
TGtSUIWm2IF6wbMEv_ozp]JBOWRZQZd_w/viewform

If you have a submission you would like to have considered for the newsletter, you can send them, along with you
name and county, to Natasha Graham, the 4-H Geology Project Leader in Johnson County, at nlgraham95@gmail.co

My Kansas Septarian Nodule

By Joshua Seeger

Found June 14, 2025 — Blue Hills Shale, Jewell Co, KS

On June 14, 2025, I found the largest septarian nodule I've ever found, an absolute beast pulled from the
Blue Hills Shale of Jewell County, Kansas. When I finally got it cut open, polished it, and cleaned it, it felt like I
‘was holding a piece of Earth’s histery in my hands. And in a way, I was. Septarian nodules may lock like simple
“mud balls” from the outside, bur inside they held a story that began almost 100 millicn years ago.

Back in the Cretaceous, Kansas wasn’t prairie, it was seafloor. The Western Interior Seaway stretched
from the Gulf of Mexico to the Arctic, and anything thar died in thar shallow sea—plankren, plants, tiny animals
—settled into the mud. As that organic material decayed, it released gas that disturbed the surounding
sediments. Over time, that soft, organic-rich patch hardened first, creating the early form of what would become
my concretion. Minerals like aragonite and calcite began to cement the mud together, forming a solid ball

around whatever lay at the center.

As the concretion dried, it shrank, and that shrinking created the star-like cracks called septaria, which
are the thin fractures thar sometimes resemble turtle shells or lightning belts when the rock is cut open. Later,
mineral-rich groundwater flowed through the area, depositing layers of calcite inside those fractures. That’s
‘what gives these nodules their iconic golden veins. After millions of years of erosion, Kansas finally gave one

up o me.

Once I got the nodule home, the real work started. It was far too large for a standard rock saw, so I
artacked it with a reciprocating saw and a grinder. It took over an hour of steady cutting before the concretion
finally split open, but the result made every minute worthwhile. After cutting, I washed the whole piece
thoroughly, especially the big calcite pocket it held, because any leftover dirt wonld scratch the surface during

polishing.
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Brachiopods
By Brenden Crouch

Do you know what fossil Brachiopods are? They are a phylum of shelled marine creatures that can be
found in a lot of places in Eastern Kansas. There are still some around today, but not as many as there used to
be. There were around 30,000 species of Brachiopods, now we have around 300. They thrived in the Paleozoic
Era, and were more diverse than bivalves during that time period.

Brachiopods can be identified by their line of symmetry. Their shells are not mirror images of each
other, they are more like a hamburger bun, with a different top and bottom. They did not have two mirrored
imaged shells similar to your right and left hands like oyster shells. The line of symmetry on a brachiopod cuts
through the center of the two shells the same way a hamburger would be cut in half if you could not eat an
entire hamburger!

Photo from Serious Eats Blog. Photo from the Digital Atlas of Ancient Life.

Brachiopods only lived in salt water and not freshwater. Brachiopods were filter feeders. Instead of
using gills, they had a lophophore which they used to breathe and filter food. They had a structure called a
pedicle that helped them attach to the floor of the ocean on a hard surface or burrow in the sea floor. The pedicle
came out of a hole in one shell called the ventral valve or pedicle valve. The other shell was called the dorsal or
brachial valve. Once attached they remained stationary.

Exterior Interior

Lophophore
(feeding itter)

Ventral

Dorsal pediicle)
(brachial) vaive
e Brachiopod
Sof parts
insice shell

Pedicle opening Pedicle opening

Diagram from Kentucky Geological Survey.

Brachiopods used to be divided into two classes as Articulata and Inarticulata. But testing done at a
molecular level has revealed that there is a better way to classify these organisms. They are now divided into
four classes: Strophomenata, Rhynchonellata, Lingulata and Craniata. Strophomentata and Rhynchonellata are
both part of the previous Articulata class. Ligulata and Craniata make up the previous Inarticulata class.

Some common Kansas fossil Brachiopod genera in the Strophomenata Class are Chonetinella,
Echinaria, Hystriculina, Meekella, Derybia, Reticulatia, Neochonetes, Meekella, Linoproductus, and Juresania.
In the Rhynchonellata Class common Kansas fossil brachiopods include: Composita, Crurithyris, Dielasma,

Then came grinding. Using a grinder with a sanding disk, I leveled out all the high spots to get a flat,
smooth surface. Once that was ready, I switched over to polishing pads on a variable-speed corded drill,
working from 50 grit all the way up to 6000. I went around the surface twice with each grit, keeping everything
wet so I wouldn’t burn the stone or leave scratches. When the polishing was finished, I washed the piece again,
let it dry, and used a foam pad with auto rubbing compound to bring out the shine. One final rinse later, the
whole surface glowed.

What started as a mud ball on an ancient seafloor is now one of the most striking pieces in my
collection. The process was long, dusty, and loud, but seeing the yellow calcite veins flash in the light made it
more than worth it. The best part is that this method works on almost any rock, but few reveal a story as old, or
as beautiful, as a Kansas septarian nodule.

Enteletes, Hustedia, Neospirifer, Phricodothyris, Punctospirifer, Rhipidomella, Schizophoria, and Wellerella. In
the class Lingulata you can find the genus Orbdiculoidea and in the class Craniata you can find the genus
Crania here in Kansas.

Hope this information helps you understand the way Brachiopods lived and how they survived in the
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KDA REMINDS POULTRY OWNERS OF HPAI RISK
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: DECEMBER 19, 2025
MEDIA PLEASE CONTACT: HEATHER LANSDOWNE, 785-564-6706, AGMEDIA@KS.GOV
MANHATTAN, KANSAS — OVER THE LAST THREE YEARS, AN ONGOING OUTBREAK OF HIGHLY PATHOGENIC
AVIAN INFLUENZA (HPAI) HAS THREATENED POULTRY FLOCKS IN KANSAS AND ACROSS THE NATION, PRIMARILY
SPREAD BY WILD WATERFOWL. THE FALL AGAIN BROUGHT A RESURGENCE OF THE VIRUS DETECTED IN WILD
BIRDS ACROSS THE STATE, AND THIS MONTH SEVERAL BACKYARD POULTRY FLOCKS IN KANSAS WERE
CONFIRMED WITH CASES OF HPAI.
THE KANSAS DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE REMINDS POULTRY OWNERS THAT THE THREAT OF EXPOSURE TO
SUSCEPTIBLE BIRDS IN KANSAS IS HIGH. ANYONE INVOLVED WITH POULTRY PRODUCTION, FROM THE SMALL
BACKYARD CHICKEN OWNER TO THE LARGE COMMERCIAL PRODUCER, SHOULD REVIEW THEIR BIOSECURITY
ACTIVITIES TO ASSURE THE HEALTH OF THEIR BIRDS. FIND GUIDANCE ON BIOSECURITY MEASURES TO
PROTECT YOUR BIRDS FROM THE SPREAD OF HPAI ON THE KDA DIVISION OF ANIMAL HEALTH WEBPAGE AT
AGRICULTURE.KS.GOV/AVIANINFLUENZA.
THIS VIRUS IS PRIMARILY BEING TRANSMITTED BY WILD WATERFOWL SUCH AS DUCKS AND GEESE WHICH ARE
MIGRATING THROUGH THIS REGION. THE BEST THING POULTRY OWNERS CAN DO TO PROTECT THEIR BIRDS IS
TO ELIMINATE POSSIBLE EXPOSURE TO WILD MIGRATORY BIRDS AND THEIR HABITAT. THIS CAN TAKE MANY
FORMS, INCLUDING CLEANING YOUR BOOTS/CLOTHING AFTER WALKING NEAR PONDS AND LAKES
POPULATED WITH WILD BIRDS, KEEPING YOUR POULTRY IN AN ENCLOSURE WHICH WILD BIRDS CAN’T ENTER,
AND STAYING AWAY FROM SICK OR DEAD WILD BIRDS.
HIGHLY PATHOGENIC AVIAN INFLUENZA IS A HIGHLY CONTAGIOUS VIRAL DISEASE THAT CAN INFECT
CHICKENS, GAMEBIRDS, TURKEYS, AND OTHER BIRDS AND CAN CAUSE SEVERE ILLNESS AND/OR SUDDEN
DEATH IN INFECTED BIRDS. THIS OUTBREAK HAS SEEN ILLNESS AND MORTALITY IN AWIDER SCOPE OF BIRD
SPECIES THAN PAST OUTBREAKS, INCLUDING WILD AND DOMESTIC WATERFOWL. ATTENTIVELY MONITOR
YOUR BIRDS FOR SYMPTOMS OF HPAI WHICH INCLUDE: COUGHING, SNEEZING, NASAL DISCHARGE, AND
OTHER SIGNS OF RESPIRATORY DISTRESS; LACK OF ENERGY AND APPETITE; DECREASED WATER
CONSUMPTION; DECREASED EGG PRODUCTION AND/OR SOFT-SHELLED, MISSHAPEN EGGS;
INCOORDINATION; AND DIARRHEA. AVIAN INFLUENZA CAN ALSO CAUSE SUDDEN DEATH IN BIRDS EVEN IF THEY
AREN’T SHOWING OTHER SYMPTOMS.
IF THESE SYMPTOMS ARE OBSERVED IN YOUR BIRDS, IMMEDIATELY CONTACT YOUR VETERINARIAN. IF YOU
DON’T HAVE A REGULAR VETERINARIAN, CONTACT KDA’S DIVISION OF ANIMAL HEALTH OFFICE TOLL-FREE AT
833-765-2006.
HPAI IS NOT A FOOD SAFETY CONCERN; BIRDS AND EGGS FROM INFECTED FLOCKS DO NOT ENTER THE FOOD
SYSTEM. AS A REMINDER, THE PROPER HANDLING AND COOKING OF ALL POULTRY AND EGGS TO AN INTERNAL
TEMPERATURE OF 165 °F IS RECOMMENDED AS A GENERAL FOOD SAFETY PRECAUTION. ACCORDING TO THE
U.S. CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PREVENTION, THE PUBLIC HEALTH RISK FOR HPAI IS LOW.
AS PART OF EXISTING AVIAN INFLUENZA RESPONSE PLANS, FEDERAL AND STATE PARTNERS ARE WORKING
JOINTLY ON ADDITIONAL SURVEILLANCE AND TESTING IN AREAS AROUND THE AFFECTED FLOCKS. THE UNITED
STATES HAS THE STRONGEST AVIAN INFLUENZA SURVEILLANCE PROGRAM IN THE WORLD, AND USDA IS
WORKING WITH ITS PARTNERS TO ACTIVELY LOOK FOR THE DISEASE IN COMMERCIAL POULTRY OPERATIONS
AND LIVE BIRD MARKETS AND IN MIGRATORY WILD BIRD POPULATIONS.
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT HPAI, INCLUDING CURRENT STATUS OF THE CONFIRMED CASES AS WELL AS
MORE INFORMATION ABOUT BIOSECURITY FOR YOUR FLOCK, GO TO KDA’S AVIAN INFLUENZA WEBPAGE AT
AGRICULTURE.KS.GOV/AVIANINFLUENZA OR CALL KDA AT 833-765-2006.
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