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Manhattan, KS 

Jr. Beef Producers Day KSU
March 7, 2026

Manhattan, KS 

Jr. Sheep Producers KSU
April 11, 2026

Rock Springs Ranch, Junction City

Horse Panorama 
February 21-22, 2026

Rezac’s Farm

Beef Weigh In and Tagging
March 14, 2026, 8-11am

UPCOMING EVENTS

On February 7th, at Club Days, we had a Contest Intro Area set up as a come-
and-go learning experience for all, and it was incredible to watch it unfold! We
saw friendly competitions between family members, parents, ambassadors, and
youth. I witnessed 4-H members and adults helping each other, and sparks
igniting everywhere. I saw the heart of 4-H, the WHY behind what we do, and so
many moments that remind us why this program matters.
This was only possible because of the collaborative efforts of so many!
A sincere thank you to:

PT Co Master Gardeners for designing an outstanding Horticulture Experience.
Makinna Peterson, WB Co Ag Agent, for leading a fantastic hands-on
Livestock and Companion Animal section.
Cassie Jones, Professor/ASI Teaching Coordinator, for her behind-the-scenes
development and planning.
Sarah Ganske, Assistant Professor and Extension Agronomy Specialist, for
gathering live seeds and pressed plant specimens for a real-life agronomy
experience, and for helping with resources for a new PT County team.
The Pottawatomie County 4-H Ambassadors for leading youth, manning
booths, and creating a welcoming and engaging environment all day long.
A special thank you to Kate West, PT Co Program Assistant, who not only
developed the FCS contest but also coordinated with Ambassadors and
helped pull the entire event together to truly “Make the Best Better.” Her
willingness to tackle any and all new (and sometimes crazy!) ideas is
unmatched, and she is a true asset to our county.

And last but certainly not least...THANK YOU to everyone who participated. You
stepped into new areas, tested your skills, discovered new talents, and embraced
the learning process.
I am always excited to see the incredible things happening in our county, and I
am beyond excited about what the future holds for our 4-H program!
💚🍀 Make the Best Better 🍀💚

Contest Participants
Monthly Shout Out 

Meet Elsie Stutzman!  Elsie is a
member of the Jayhawkers 4-H club
and a 1  year Ambassador.  Elsie can
be found working with her animals
day and night in the barn.   

st

AmberAmber  Amber 

 FEBRARY 2026 PAGE 01

Ambassador Spotlight
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Westmoreland, KS 

Small Stock Weigh In 
April 22, 2026

Mound Ridge, KS 

4-H Ag Tech Day 
April 4, 2026

Wamego, KS 

Spring Garden Workshop
March 7, 2026

Onaga, KS 

PT Co Spring Fling 
April 18, 2026

Westmoreland, KS 

County Council Meeting
March 23, 2026

Watch For...
S P R I N G  B R E A K  E V E NT S

D E TA I L S  C O M I N G  S O O N ! !

Watch For...

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
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The Jayhawker 4-H Club earns the most
unique costume contest at Regional Club
Days Doing the Barn Yard Cupid Shuffle!

4-H Ag Tech Day 
Hosted by Kansas 4-H, K-State ID3A, and KCARE
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Join us for an engaging Ag Tech Day on Sat., April 4, from
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at Flickner Innovation Farm in
Moundridge, Kansas!  This event is designed for youth in
grades 5–12 and offers a hands-on opportunity to explore
the farm while learning about both new and established
technologies that make farm management more efficient
and effective. Participants will rotate through a variety of
interactive stations led by knowledgeable presenters.
Attendees are welcome to come and go as they please,
and snacks will be provided.
🔧 Possible Station Topics Include:

Unmanned aircraft systems and drone technology
John Deere technologies
Agricultural sensors
Under-canopy robotics
Technology for locating and tracking insects

📋 Registration Information
Cost: FREE, but Registration is required
Deadline: Wednesday, April 1
Register as an individual or as a group of up to 5

Don’t miss this exciting opportunity to explore the future of
agriculture and ag technology!

Kennedy spent a night
farrowing a litter of
Hampshire piglets out of her
2025 show gilt! 

The RL/PT BB gun team
spent the day at the
Johnson Co. match. All shot
well with several new PB and
the team taking 3rd overall.

This Month in Pictures

Ready for the adventure of a lifetime? 🚍
✨ Join us as we kick off the journey to
Citizenship Washington Focus (CWF) 2028!
This year-and-a-half experience brings 4-
Hers together for leadership, teamwork,
friendships, and an epic cross-country trip
—ending in Washington, D.C.! Along the
way, we’ll stop at iconic sites like the St.
Louis Arch, Mammoth Cave, Gettysburg,
and more (chosen by YOU!).
If you’ll be 14 by January 2028, you’re
eligible! While formal meetings start in
February 2027, fundraising starts now to
keep costs low. Call or email Amber to get
on the list—and bring your fundraising
ideas. Start early, pay less, and make
memories for a lifetime! 🎉

Citizenship Washington
Focus

Experiance of a Lifetime

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
https://bit.ly/AgTechDay
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CLOVERBUDS 
Sydney Klenda, Olsburg Boosters, 
Ryleigh Lundberg, Olsburg Boosters

DANCE GROUP
Lucky'Leven: Red

Jaylie B., Brenn B., Jayva B., Ellie G.,  Adilyn H.,
Brooklyn H., Jayden H., Skylar H., Makayla R.,
Kassidy S.

Jayhawkers: White
Marshall G., Brent P., Elley S., Maggie S., August S.,
Christopher T., William T.

JR. DEMONSTRATION/ILLUSTRATED TALKS 
Avery K, Blackjack, Top Blue
Jayden L, Olsburg Boosters, Blue 

INT. DEMONSTRATION/ILLUSTRATED TALKS
Brock D, Blackjack, Blue
Kinsey H, Dutch Mill, Blue
Lexi H, Olsburg Boosters, Red
Caleb L, Lucky’Leven, Red
Kennedy K, Blackjack, Top Blue
Dalton K, Olsburg Boosters, Red
Kinslee R, Kaw Valley, Red
Lucy W, Dutch Mill, Blue
Sadie W, Dutch Mill, Red 

SR. DEMONSTRATION/ILLUSTRATED TALKS 
Haylee H, Dutch Mill, Red
Michael H, Dutch Mill, Top Blue

BEGINNER GAVEL GAMES
Blackjack: Blue

Vera B, Luciana B, Amelia M, Adley O, Brinley O.
Olsburg Boosters #1: Blue

Maggie B, Lucy J, Anna K, Jayden L.
Olsburg Boosters #2: Top Blue

Clayton K, Chase K, Dalton K, Lyle L, Wayne L. 
JR. INSTRUMENTAL SOLO

Avery K, Blackjack, Blue
Sadie R, Kaw Valley, Top Blue

INT. INSTRUMENTAL SOLO
Blake B, Lucky’Leven, Blue
Maggie B, Olsburg Boosters, Blue
Maisie B, Olsburg Boosters, Blue
Kinslee R, Kaw Valley, Blue
Kennedy K, Blackjack, Top Blue
Sadie W, Dutch Mill, Blue

Contest Results 

Regional Club Days 
INT. MULTI-MEDIA PRESENTATIONS

Maggie B, Olsburg Boosters, Top Blue
Kinsey H, Dutch Mill, Blue
Wayne L, Olsburg Boosters, Red
Amelia M, Blackjack, Red
Easton T, Blackjack, Red
Sadie W, Dutch Mill, Blue

SR. MULTI-MEDIA PRESENTATIONS
David B, Olsburg Boosters, Red
Haylee H, Dutch Mill, Red

PROJECT TALKS
Chase K, Olsburg Boosters, Blue
Olivia L, Olsburg Boosters, Blue
Henry L, Olsburg Boosters, Overall TB
Lyle L, Olsburg Boosters, Red

INT. PUBLIC SPEAKING
Maisie B, Olsburg Boosters, Blue
Kinsey H, Dutch Mill, Red
Allie P, Triple V, Blue
William R, Olsburg Boosters, Top Blue

SR. PUBLIC SPEAKING
Oliver B, Olsburg Boosters, Red
Taylor B, Olsburg Boosters, Top Blue
Haylee H, Dutch Mill, Blue
Liberty S, Triple V, Red

JR. READING
Participant, Top Blue

INT. READING
Participant, Top Blue
Kinsey H, Dutch Mill, Blue
Brianna R, Lucky’Leven, Red

SR. READING
Haylee H, Dutch Mill, Blue
Faith P, Triple V, Blue

SR. SOLO ACTING
Haylee H, Dutch Mill, Blue

Contest Results 

Regional Club Days Con’t

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
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Resources Available! 
I Didn’t Know That! 
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Summer Camp Planning
Project Workshop

Communication Central

Rock Springs Ranch Camp
Thousands of young campers come to Rock Springs
Ranch yearly to unplug, explore, play and learn lessons
that last a lifetime. Campers grow socially, emotionally,
physically and cognitively. Many make friends for life.
It’s also just plain FUN!
The values of 4-H are at the core of Rock Springs Ranch
and they guide all of their programming. Lessons
learned here create a foundation for success that will
last far beyond their visit. You don’t have to be a 4-H
member to come to camp at Rock Springs! 
Pottawatomie County offers grants for our members!
Chat with your club leaders or give Amber a call!
Sessions: 

Overnight Camp – 3rd -12th Graders (3 -5 nights)
Session 1: June 2-6
Session 2: June 7-12
Session 3: June 14-19
Session 5: June 28-July 1
Session 6: July 5-10
Session 7: July 12-17

Mini Camp- 1st-3rd Graders (2 nights)
Session 1: June 21-23
Session 2: June 24-26

Leaders in Training (LIT)- 10th-11th Graders OR
Counselors In Training (CIT) – 12th Graders
(No Cost) (5 nights)

Session 2: June 7-12
Session 3: June 14-19
Session 6: July 5-10
Session 7: July 12-17

Specialty Camp- Rising 6th-9th Graders
Ranch Camp (June 21-26)
Shooting Sports Camp (June 21-26)
Cooking Camp (June 21-26)
Outdoor Wilderness Skills Camp (June 21-26)

In an effort to get our resources out to you, the 4-H
families, we will be highlighting areas each month in the
newsletter!
This month we would like to highlight our new Dome!  We
are excited to bring this to organizations and Schools in PT
County!!! Reach out and see what we can do for you!!! 

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/resources.html

March 14th
8am-11am
All Market Animals must be
weighed this day to be
eligible for Rate of Gain at the
Fair. 
EID Tags are required for ALL
Market Beef and Commercial
Breeding Animals!
See Attached Flyer!

Beef Weigh In & Tagging

February 22, 7 pm - 8pm
Volunteer Association Zoom, Register Here. 
The Kansas Association of 4-H Volunteers is
excited to have its second Volunteer Zoom
Session! They are continuing with the theme
from the Leadership Forum to nurture more
Kansas 4-H Volunteers to be the most
successful they can be in their volunteer role!!!
TOPICS: Club Days, Spring into Volunteering,
Fairs
NOTE: Hosts will log out at 7:30 p.m. if no one
has logged on.
Upcoming Sessions (All 7-8 p.m. via Zoom)

Sunday, June 28 (State Fair, Record Books)
Sunday, August 30 (Club Structure, Club
Activities, Volunteer Forum)

The Zoom link will be included in the
confirmation email after registering. 

KS 4-H Volunteer Zoom 

Febrary 21-22
Rock Springs Ranch, Junction City
More Information Here
See Attached Flyer 

Horse Panorama
Time to Shine 

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/resources.html
https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1FHa2SUepe3oO3A
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/conferences-events/horse/horse-panorama.html
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🎓✨ SENIORS — THIS ONE’S FOR YOU! ✨🎓
Ready to turn your passion into a career AND get help
paying for college? 💰The Kansas Association for Family
& Community Education (Kansas FCE) is offering a $1,000
scholarship for graduating seniors!

Who can apply?
 Seniors planning to attend a 2 or 4 year Kansas
college or university

What should you study?
A major that helps improve the physical, social, or
emotional well-being of individuals, families, and
communities. (If you want to make a difference in
people’s lives......... this is for YOU!)

Scholarship Details:
$1,000 total award
Paid in TWO installments
Sent directly to your college for the 2026–2027
school year

Deadline: March 1, 2026
This opportunity is made possible by members and friends
of Kansas FCE who believe in supporting students like you 

Don’t miss your chance to earn money for school while
pursuing a career that helps others! 
Questions? Reach out and we’ll help you get started!

FCE Scholarship
Free Money!!! 
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Free Money!!!! 

Grand Drive Scholarship 
The Kansas State Fair Grand Drive Scholarship Program
recognizes outstanding youth livestock exhibitors who have
shown excellence, commitment, and integrity through their
participation in the Kansas State Fair Junior Livestock
Program. Each year, ten $1,000 scholarships are awarded to
deserving graduating seniors and post-secondary students,
helping them pursue their educational goals.

How to Apply
Applications open and must be submitted by April
15.
High School & Post-Secondary Grade Reports

A copy of the online grade report showing the
applicant's name and the organization's name.

ESSAY - 500 words (See Website for Details) 
Video - Please record a short video answering the
three questions provided in the application form.

Click on Link Above For Application

Did you know that YOU Choose the Fair
Theme each year?? 
Click Here to submit suggestions 
County Council will Vote at the March
Meeting

Ideas Needed!!!! 

Fair Theme

MONEY FOR YOUR FUTURE 
PT COUNTY STUDENTS

The Pottawatomie County Family & Community
Education Council is awarding

TWO (2) $325 Educational Grants!
This opportunity is open to ALL genders and
ALL ages of Pottawatomie County residents
planning to attend:

College
Trade School
Technical Program

If you live in Pottawatomie County and are
continuing your education, this is for YOU!

What You Need to Apply:
Completed application
Letter of recommendation
Transcript
ACT score

Submit all materials to the Pottawatomie County
Extension Office

Deadline: March 13

Important Dates to Know:
Winners notified by May 1
Funds awarded in January of the
following year (after submitting your first-
semester transcript)

This is a great way to earn extra support for your
education goals — whether you're heading to a
university or learning a skilled trade!

Don’t wait,  get that application completed by
March 13!

PT County Scholarship
Free Money!!!

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
https://www.kansasstatefair.gov/p/competitions/grand-drive1/grand-drive-scholarships1?fbclid=IwY2xjawQBhlZleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETJ3QlF2aDRZdW5NT3lZc1kwc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHkZZOToyuVY1f8yGJRcBfrLGMlYq0Al-ONZh2P3VvzJFK4ergqL12AZOKX21_aem_xhGacv6L2W1dPM1Bjm9Kww
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfmtEo689lGH6reoSnkNu7mOuRQHd_2BI6HX7Cs2-sIWyS7Eg/viewform?fbclid=IwY2xjawQBncdleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEexZ7pwlcP9HOyyfch43DUHjU76uH_QSB4I1Rbp8R7LCPfa5eqUMiXkbtlWcg_aem_qvXE5IfG3asLPz5FfURS5g
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You are creating the graphic design for the T-shirts worn
by participants at the 2026 Insect Spectacular, held each
summer. You can use graphics of true Lepidoptera or
create your own artful images. No copyrighted clip art,
photos, or graphics may be used. Remember to use only
Lepidoptera found in the Kansas 4-H Entomology
Workshop 
Theme: Lepidoptera (Butterflies, Skippers and/or Moths)

Deadline: March 06, 2026 by Midnight! 
       Mailing Address: Vicky Wallace (Contact for Questions)
                                       2447 40th Road
                                       Humboldt, Kansas 66748 
       Email: vicky.wallace55@gmail.com
       Phone: (620)804-9170

Rules: Design must fit on an 8 ½” X 11” sheet of paper
            Maximum 3 colors plus one color for T-Shirt
            Must include “Insect Spectacular 2026”
            Information that must be on the back of your entry:
                  4-Hers Name
                  4-H Age
                  County/District
                  Mailing address
                  Phone number
                  First and second choice of T-shirt color
                  Email (if you have one)

Prize: The Winner will receive a $20 Sonic gift card.

The winning design will be selected by the State 4-H
Entomology committee. 

Ashlynne King (Senior)
Team: 

1st Overall Team
1  Placing st

1  Reasons st

Individual:
2  High Individual nd

4  High Reasons th

2  High Placing nd

Dalton Klenda (Int)
Team: 

1st Overall Team
1  Placing st

1  Reasons st

Individual:
3  High Individual rd

5  High Reasons th

3  High Placing rd
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Congrats!!!! 

Horse Judging Contest

T-Shirt Design Opportunity
Opportunity to Shine! 

March 6 (Registration due Feb 23)
KSU Campus
Who: 9th–12th grade students
What: Research a food security issue and
write a paper with a teacher/mentor.
Why participate:

Earn recognition as a Borlaug Scholar
Eligible to attend the Global Youth Institute
(Des Moines, IA)
Present research to agriculture experts
Receive a $500 scholarship to KSU College
of Agriculture
Eligible for the Borlaug-Ruan International
Internship (all expenses paid)
Connect with student leaders and global
experts
Receive feedback from World Food Prize
reviewers

Kansas Youth Institute
K-State Opportunity

Spring meats judging contest hosted by KSU 
Sunday, March 1, 2026
KSU Meats Lab on the K-State campus 
This will be a wonderful opportunity for youth
to see actual meat products.
Register Deadline is February 27
See Attached Flyer! 

Meats Judging Contest
K-State Opportunity

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
mailto:vicky.wallace55@gmail.com
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