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UPCOMING EVENTS

St. Bernard’s, Wamego, KS 

Dust to Diamonds
January 24, 2025 6-10PM

Alma, Kansas 

Regional Club Days 
February 7, 2026

Sunflower Room, Westy  

County Officer Training
January 18  2-4pmth

See Attachment

Discover Your Future 
Deadline: December 8  th

Hutchinson, KS 

Kansas Beef Expo
December 11-14, 2025

Online

Scholarship Applications Due
January 5, 2026

Portoff Hall, Manhattan, KS 

Geology Workshop 
January 31, 2026

4-H Online

Free Enrollment Deadline
December 31, 2025

Westmoreland, KS 

Conservation Poster Deadline
December 19, 2025

Topeka, KS 

State Horse Judging
January 23, 2026

Topeka, KS 

Citizenship In Action
February 15-16, 2026

Manhattan, KS 

Jr. Beef Producers Day KSU
March 7, 2026

Manhattan, KS 

Jr. Sheep Producers KSU
April 11, 2026

Jeanna Haug, The Legend
The face of our office,  the one and
only Jeanna Haug!
They say absence makes the heart
grow fonder, and you never truly
know what you have until it's gone.
Those words have never felt more
true than over these past few
weeks. While Jeanna’s hard work is
always appreciated, her time
away recovering has reminded us
just how much she means to our
office, to the 4-H program, and to
me personally.
Jeanna has a gift for making every
day brighter; from keeping the
candy dish full, to paying the bills, 

to making sure every program we host is
fully prepared and runs without a hitch. She
brings this incredible blend of honoring
long-held traditions while also guiding us
through needed change, and that balance
has become a cornerstone of who we are.
More than anything, she holds our office
together in a way that feels like family. Her
presence, her care, and her commitment
have been deeply missed and genuinely
felt every single day.
Jeanna, we can’t wait to have you back.
Things just aren’t the same without you.

Monthly Shout Out 
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Ambassador Spotlight

Shout Out Nomination Link

Meet Tyler Liebsch!  Tyler is a
member of the Olsburg Booster
4-H club.  He is passionate about
photography and could be seen
with a camera all over
Washington DC this summer!

Use this link to tell me all the cool things you are doing in 4-H!  Include
a photo! It can be a club, member, volunteer, organization, business....
anyone/thing that is doing great things for or in 4-H! 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScU6hxSOdhounXHA__T5_
-udggbzc_8tegkhoaDzns93szcgQ/viewform?usp=pp_url 
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Taylor Bryant of the Olsburg
Booster 4-H Club attended
the National 4-H Congress in
Atlanta, GA! 

Regional 4-H Day 
Competition Time!!! 
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February 7th @ Alma School!  
This event is a fantastic
opportunity for 4-H’ers to
build and showcase their
presentation skills. Whether
it’s public speaking,
demonstrations, musical
performances, or group
activities, 4-H Day has
something for everyone.
You can find regulations,
guidelines, and helpful tips
here:

Registration is due by
January 24th using the link
found here. 

Hint: Participating in 4-H Day
is a great way to strengthen
your project report, earn
achievement pin credits,
and contribute to your club
goals!

EXTRA: We will be having a
contest showcase as a
come-and-go on this day
as well!  Come try
something new!  See
Attached Flyer! 

K-State Opportunity

Kinsey Havice from the
Dutchmill 4-H Club and a
friend made Carmel Apple
Crunch Cookies at the
extension office! 

Cody Pennington from the
Shinning Star 4-H Club
attended Kansas Youth
Leadership Forum at Rock
Springs Ranch. 

Kansas 4-H Livestock
Judging Team wins in
Louisville, KY! The PT
members on the team were
Mason Rookstool placing 10
overall and William
Meinhardt!  Congrats!!

th

Discover Your Future
This Month in Pictures Provides high-school juniors and seniors enrolled

in 4-H, learning and career exploration
opportunities through 4-H project participation
and access to introductory college courses at
Kansas State University.
The program is designed to help youth prepare
for things like postsecondary education and
future careers. 
Benefits to 4-H Youth:

Combine 4-H project with advanced learning.
Use course assignments to help set goals,
manage project expectations and increase
knowledge within project area.
Obtain dual high school and college credit.

Benefits to Parents/Guardians:
Inexpensive opportunity for child to gain
college credits.
Opportunity for 4-H youth to explore career
opportunities and pathways.

Courses offered in Spring 2025
Introduction to Public Speaking COMM 106 (3
credit hours)
Introduction to Agricultural
Communications AGCOM 110 (2 credit hours)
Introduction to Human Development HDFS 110
(3 credit hours)
Introduction to Personal Financial Planning
PFP 105 (3 credit hours)

See Attached Flyer for more details
https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_01CbtGRI
pzdoPYO 

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/4H%20Day.html
http://bit.ly/254-HDayReg
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Enrollment Deadline Coming!!  
Enrollment Time
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Don’t forget to enroll by December 31st and select “Pay with
Check” to have your $15 fee covered by 4-H Council!
 (Do not send a check! We have great donors like Blue
Valley Telecom that help cover the fees!) 
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/enrollment.html

Time to Shine!

Are you ready for the adventure of a lifetime? Join us as
we start our journey towards Citizenship Washington
Focus (CWF) 2028. The CWF experience brings together
our area 4-Hers for a year and a half of leadership, team-
building, and friendship. In the summer of 2028 our
delegation will travel across the country to participate in
an immersive citizenship experience, ultimately landing in
Washington, D.C.. As we travel east, we will make stops at
a number of sites; St. Louis Arch, Mammoth Cave,
Gettysburg, Etc, which will be determined by the 4-Hers
during our time together. Please consider joining us for
this unforgettable experience, as it is truly a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity. Anyone who will be (14) by January of
2028 is eligible to participate.
Although we will not start the formal meeting process until
February of 2027, we need to keep the fundraising in order
to keep trip costs low for delegates and their families. Call
or Email Amber today to get your name on the list!  Any
and all fund raising ideas are welcomed!  If we start early
we pay less out of pocket! 

FREE MONEY!!! 

Citizenship Washington Focus

Kansas 4-H Scholarships are Due January 5 !  th

https://www.kansas4-h.org/resources/awards-
and-recognition/scholarships.html

Pottawatomie County Seniors...... Don’t miss the
free money!  If you need help, reach out, and we
can work on the best application and resume
the selection committees have ever 
seen!!  Let’s show them how 
awesome you all are and bring 
home some of that free money!  

Experiance of a Lifetime

February 7, 2026
Alma, Kansas 
Sign Up Coming Soon!  
We will be offering 4 new contest areas this
year for practice!  Check out the attached
Flyer! 

Regional Club Days
Time to Shine 

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/enrollment.html
https://www.kansas4-h.org/resources/awards-and-recognition/scholarships.html
https://www.kansas4-h.org/resources/awards-and-recognition/scholarships.html
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Resources Available! 
I Didn’t Know That! 

DECEMBER 2025 PAGE 04

International Opportunity
Japan Exchange Hosts! 
Looking for a new experience for summer 2026?
Host a Japanese delegate in the comforts of
your own home while exploring the world. 30
teens, ages 12-16 are needing host families this
summer from July 23 to August 15. We want to
make host family assignments asap, so families
can communicate and get to know each other.
If you have further questions, please call Pam
Van Horn, Kansas 4-H Japanese Exchange
Coordinator, 785-826-8917, or e-mail
pvanhorn@ksu.edu.

Knowledge Expanssion Warning

Pottawatomie County Conservation Opportunity

Communication Central

Volunteer Zoom Sessions
The Kansas Association of 4-H Volunteers is trying
something new for this 4-H Year. They will be holding
Zoom Connections for Kansas 4-H Volunteers. they are
continuing with the theme from the Leadership Forum to
nurture more Kansas 4-H Volunteers to be the most
successful they can be in their volunteer role!!!
Kickoff Session Details

DATE: Sunday, December 7, 2025
TIME: 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. CT(via Zoom)
TOPICS: Feedback from the November Volunteer Forum,
Spring Into Volunteering scheduled for April, and
Regional and State Record Books
AUDIENCE: Registered Kansas 4-H Volunteers

Upcoming Sessions (All 7-8 p.m. via Zoom)
Feb. 22:  7 p.m. (Club Days, Spring Into Volunteering,
Fairs)
June 28: 7 p.m. (State Fair, Project Record Books)
August 30: 7 p.m. (Club Structure & Activities, Volunteer
Forum)

REGISTER FOR THE DECEMBER 7th, 7 P.M. ZOOM.

Thank you for joining us to help make Kansas 4-H
Members the best they can be!

In an effort to get our resources out to you, the 4-H
families, we will be highlighting areas each month in
the newsletter!
This month we would like to highlight our new
PROJECTS PAGE! This will be an evolving space for you
to find information out about the project areas and
even some local area experts in those areas! Check it
out today!!! 
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-
h/projects.html

Theme: “Soil, Where It All Begins!” 
Poster Contest: K-8  Grade th

Limerick Contest: 5  -8  Grade th th

Essay Contest: 5  -8  Grade th th

Deadline December 19  th

See Attached Flyer for more Details! 

Poster Contest 

THANK YOU for attending the leader training!
I thought the dialogue was great and
appreciate the time you dedicate to our
youth! If you were not able to attend we will
try round two soon! 
Don’t forget to get your financial books to
me! They need to be approved by our
board! 
If I am needing your organizational chart,
please email that to me! 
December is a good time to get the
members started on their regional club days
presentations!
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-
h/4H%20Day.html 
Resources Tab is Live!  Still being added to,
but it is live! https://www.pottawatomie.k-
state.edu/4-h/resources.html 

Leaders Corner

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
https://u12788118.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.oXK1VHix7ZwVocOvReK3E2fivI455Z7WvqprKMhlfS-2FCAmfnm-2BxlYg9CKiGsGMSiQYJ17JybCAhdbA8GhtD80NEUfX2rXjTHUutoWm2mfPg-3Dja4g_dC2xRH7lS5isHUPeeUSsQ6Ct63BIQWvcV8ykccOm-2BuM2QJyOoMAtRyZusmgqhjSUOTyErb8yiyPnP12Llgudp7PSotjjy7mYTBKknA7TMFeICRq6wU1-2Fj07ehxM5ZrsFVv4zwYCWY4oSjYIq-2BuvlWohdBruWkRTyyJLKPn4T90jhteonAFgYo7AYBCHEAuVLHkp4EFX02RtvFjamojg8ENyKJr7Z-2BjfQPOrGuQUcWcTzSTKgPx-2FBWYJ5qudYPWnnOnrVUFcZjlk0H5HPkrUOww-3D-3D
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/projects.html
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/projects.html
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/4H%20Day.html
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/4H%20Day.html
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/resources.html
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/resources.html


WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H/(785) 457-3319 ASHARPE@KSU.EDU

Leaders Lesa and Rob Reves 
Date: January 31, 2026: 9am-4:30ish
Location: Pottorf Hall, 1710 Avery Ave, Manhattan, KS
Schedule (subject to change):

9 am - Welcome and brief explanation about the
Action Team & project future
9:15 am - Keynote speaker
10-12 pm - Workshop Rotations (30 mins each)
Noon - lunch on your own (restaurants within 2 miles)
1-3 pm - Geology ID contest, ID of Specimens and
Experts available to answer questions!
1:30 pm – Quiz Bowl Juniors
2:30 pm - Quiz Bowl Seniors
4 pm – wrap up/feedback/questions/ideas for future 

Display boxes are available for purchase and pickup
Additional boxes can be preordered for a later date

There is no fee for the workshop day. Everyone is welcome
to come and learn!

You can sign up for the workshop day here.
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfuTtnEJ5DPjRj
ZZTTGtSUlWm2IF6wbMEv_ozpJBOwRZQZd_w/viewform
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Time to Shine!

Horse Judging Contest

4-H Geology Workshop Day

What: 2026 KS State 4-H Horse Judging Contest
Cost: Early bird (by January 2, 2026)- $25; Late (by
January 9, 2026)- $30

When: January 23, 2026
Where: Equifest of KS; Topeka, KS
Who: The contest awards are available to all Kansas 4-H
members 9-18.

An open contest is also available 
For More Information: 
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-
experiences/project-based-events/contests/horse-
judging/ 

Project Learning Opportunity

Fairgrounds Enhancement Fundraiser on Sat.,
January 24th at St. Bernard's Parish Hall!
Enjoy a delicious meal, open bar, silent & live
auction, all while helping fund a great cause.
Please use the link below to reserve your
tickets today:
https://forms.gle/4NzmU7kVsGjo18tP7 
The Fair Board is asking each club to donate
a basket to auction off! These can be
dropped off with any fair board member or
at the extension office prior to the 24 !th

Dust to Diamonds
Party Time!

Would you like to have more influence in laws
and rules that affect your life? Citizenship in
Action is for you! This 2-day event is sponsored
by the State 4-H Youth Leadership Council. The
purpose of the event is for Kansas youth to learn
how the state legislative process works and how
their voice and participation in decision-making
can make a difference in their local
communities. The legislative visit will not only
familiarize youth with the capitol building, but
will also show them how they can affect the
legislative process.
When: February 15-16, 2026
Where: Topeka KS - Hotel Topeka at City Center
(formerly Capitol Plaza)
Who: Youth 13-18 years old 

Citizenship In Action
Leadership Experience

Check out the Natural Resource Project
Page and the December Geology
Newsletter!!!

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-
h/natresources.html 

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfuTtnEJ5DPjRjZZTTGtSUlWm2IF6wbMEv_ozpJBOwRZQZd_w/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfuTtnEJ5DPjRjZZTTGtSUlWm2IF6wbMEv_ozpJBOwRZQZd_w/viewform
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/contests/horse-judging/
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/contests/horse-judging/
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/contests/horse-judging/
https://forms.gle/4NzmU7kVsGjo18tP7
https://forms.gle/4NzmU7kVsGjo18tP7
https://forms.gle/4NzmU7kVsGjo18tP7
https://forms.gle/4NzmU7kVsGjo18tP7
https://forms.gle/4NzmU7kVsGjo18tP7
https://forms.gle/4NzmU7kVsGjo18tP7
https://forms.gle/4NzmU7kVsGjo18tP7
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/natresources.html
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/natresources.html
https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/natresources.html


WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H/(785) 457-3319 ASHARPE@KSU.EDU

DECEMBER 2025 PAGE 06

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/


WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H/(785) 457-3319 ASHARPE@KSU.EDU

DECEMBER 2025 PAGE 07

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/


WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H/(785) 457-3319 ASHARPE@KSU.EDU

DECEMBER 2025 PAGE 08

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/


WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H/(785) 457-3319 ASHARPE@KSU.EDU

DECEMBER 2025 PAGE 09

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/


WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H/(785) 457-3319 ASHARPE@KSU.EDU

DECEMBER 2025 PAGE 10

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/


WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H/(785) 457-3319 ASHARPE@KSU.EDU

DECEMBER 2025 PAGE 11

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/


WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H/(785) 457-3319 ASHARPE@KSU.EDU

DECEMBER 2025 PAGE 12

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/


WWW.POTTAWATOMIE.K-STATE.EDU/4-H/(785) 457-3319 ASHARPE@KSU.EDU

DECEMBER 2025 PAGE 13

https://www.pottawatomie.k-state.edu/4-h/

